NATIONAL   MINISTRIES

With the return of the second National Government Lord
Reading felt that he had served his commission, asked to be
relieved of it, and gave way to Sir John Simon who, apart
from himself^ was probably the most eminent Liberal lawyer
in the country. For the purposes of Eden's career this change,
together with the promotion of Mr. Neville Chamberlain
from the Ministry of Health to the Chancellorship of the
Exchequer in the place of Snowden, who had retired on a
peerage, were moves of the highest significance.

Sir John had no particular qualifications for the office of
Foreign Secretary, but that was not in itself a reason why
he should not be appointed to it. To the outside world it
seemed as if he had run into politics simply because litigation
was a theme neither high nor subtle enough for his capacious
mind. It might at first sight seem that the complexities of
post-war diplomacy were just his mttier. Those who knew
him better must have wondered whether he was quite the
right man for the job. John Allsebrook Simon, who was to
be Anthony Eden's colleague during three of the most vital
years in the whole history of international relations, was a
self-made man. As a member of that brilliant fraternity that
adorned Wadham in the late nineties and included in
addition to himself F. E. Smith, C. B. Fry, and F, W. Hirst,
it was clear that he had gained a complete mastery over suc-
cess. On the other hand, the overwhelming political im-
pression that the young Simon made upon his contemporaries
was one of moral earnestness. He spoke to them and was
accepted by them as one having a more than usual Noncon-
formist authority: there were those who went so far as to
believe that the prodigious Wadham scholar might one day
assume the mantle of Gladstone. His 1897 advocacy is to be
found in a small book which F. W. Hirst and J. S. Phillimore
produced under the title of Essays in Liberalism by Six
Oxford Liberals. Simon has left so little behind him which
is an embarrassment to him to-day that his contribution to
this book repays study. He has been moved on occasion to
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